
Pennsylvania Governor’s School for Global and 

International Studies 2019 

Rules and Guidelines 

Residential Staff 

Students will be supervised by Resident Life Counselors (RLC), who will live in a designated 

room on the same floor with students, are available to assist with any academic or personal 

questions or concerns. If the RLC is unable to assist them, they will put students in contact with 

someone who can. We encourage students to build relationships with the RLCs as they can be a 

great resource for academic and social enrichment. Each RLC is responsible for 10-12 students 

in the resident hall. Veronica Dristas, the PGSGIS Program Director, and Maja Konitzer, the 

PGSGIS Program Coordinator, supervise the RLC staff.  

Nordenberg Hall 

Students have the unique opportunity to reside in Nordenberg Hall, one of Pitt’s most updated 

dormitories, for 4 weeks on the University of Pittsburgh’s Main Campus. On each floor there are 

two study rooms, two lounges, two TV’s with cable and HDMI adaptors, laundry units, and 

bathroom facilities. In each room there is a microwave, mini-fridge, closet, dresser, bed, and 

desk for each student. Students are placed with roommates in double or triple rooms. Nordenberg 

Hall is also equipped with central AC, and there is a patio located off the third floor that students 

may use to relax and do homework.  

RLC staff instructs students on how to operate the laundry facilities. Students use their Panther 

eCards, which are also used to pay for meals.  

Nordenberg is one block away from Posvar Hall, where students will attend class. It is also 

located within a short walking distance to many restaurants and the university dining hall, 

Market Central, where students will eat many of their meals.  

Safety and Security 

Nordenberg Hall maintains a security desk 24 hours a day. Students must present their Panther 

Card to the desk attendant in order to enter through the secured doors. The security guards 

strongly enforce this as a matter of procedure for all residence halls at the University.  

The University Campus Police operates 24 hours daily and provides campus patrol, emergency 

medical transport, and other services to ensure the safety and well-being of persons and property 

in the University community. Their emergency number is 412-624-2121. There are emergency 

phones located throughout campus and in all elevators. Students attend s presentation about 

safety and fire regulations during the first day orientation. 

 



Living-Learning Environment 

Rules and Responsibilities 

PGSGIS’s primary concern throughout the program is the welfare of the students. We have 

created rules and guidelines to ensure students safety during their time in the program. These will 

are listed later in this document. 

Religious Observance 

Almost every type of religious facility is accessible in the surrounding area. Students are allowed 

to have religious observance time each week. In the event that attendance at a religious service 

conflicts with a scheduled class or other PGSGIS activity, students should discuss the matter 

with instructors, RLCs, or the Director/Assistant Director at least 2 days in advance. This is to 

better help PGSGIS make arrangement for students.  

Evening Activities 

To reinforce class discussions and lessons, students may have movie screenings, discussions, or 

activities planned in the evenings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. These are 

mandatory activities that will further elaborate on topics in class, or introduce topics to be 

discussed later on. 

Community Night 

Wednesday night is a night for students to dine together in Nordenberg Hall, do fun, non-

academic activities together, and bond as a cohort. Students order their own food to-go and eat 

together in the lounge or on the patio. RLCs offer a selection of activities for students to choose 

from and lead the group activity. 

Weekend Activities 

RLCs will be planning multiple activities each weekend that students can sign-up for. Examples 

of activities include: seeing a movie, playing ultimate Frisbee, going out to brunch, and visiting a 

museum. Students will find out more about these activities upon arrival and each week. 

Athletics 

Because PGSGIS is an intensive academic program, maintaining a strict workout regimen will be 

difficult. There will be times on weekends (and some weekdays) for sports, but any swimming, 

lifting, etc. will be restricted to organized time on the weekends when lead by a RLC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Panther Cards and Dining 

 

Upon checking-in, students will be given a Panther eCard. This card will be used to pay for all 

meals for the duration of the program, to access the dormitory (you will be denied access to the 

dorm without it!), and to do laundry. Each students will be given $650.00 for meals. This money 

is not the student’s, but a stipend provided by the Governor’s School to pay for living expenses. 

They may purchase food at local restaurants, Market Central, Rite-Aid, and a Giant Eagle 

grocery store. A list of approved restaurants can be found here: 

https://www.pc.pitt.edu/card/merchantlist.php. We find this is a great time for students to learn and 

practice budgeting. 

 

Lost Cards: It is extremely important to report any lost or misplaced Panther Cards. Funds can be 

spent by anyone, and only Panther Central (the office distributing the cards) cam deactivate your 

card quickly and load the funds onto another card. REMEMBER WITHOUT YOUR CARD 

YOU CANNOT GET INTO THE DORMITORY.   
 

There is also a nominal fee for replacing a lost card.  

 

You may use your Panther Card to purchase food, school supplies, and essential toiletries. You 

may NOT use your Panther Card to purchase gift cards, presents, or anything not essential to 

your participation in the program. We regularly monitor how you are spending your Panther 

funds, and any misuse of funds will result in students or their families reimbursing the program. 
 

Other Logistics  

Networking and Computers 

Upon arrival students will be receive a network access username and password to access the Pitt 

network. They can use this to access the internet on campus or in a computer lab. RLCs will help 

students set up the multi-factor authenticator on the first day of the program. If a student does not 

have their own laptop, please email Veronica Dristas (dristas@pitt.edu), by May 30th to reserve a 

Chromebook for use during the program. 

Mail 

For ease and expediency, please send all mail to the Global Studies Center, labeled as follows: 

 

University of Pittsburgh 

Veronica Dristas/ ATTN: Student Name 

4100 Wesley W Posvar Hall 

230 S. Bouquet St. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15260 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pc.pitt.edu/card/merchantlist.php
mailto:dristas@pitt.edu


Finances 
 

Thanks to generous donors and contributions the PGSGIS program is completely free for all 

students. Students are welcome to bring extra spending money for things not covered by the 

Panther Card (clothes, restaurants not on the list, etc.)  

 

 

PGSGIS Guidelines, Rules, and Procedures 

 
PGSGIS Rules 

 

All PGSGIS rules are in effect for the duration of the program, on or off campus. Students 

should keep in mind that their actions and behavior represent the PGSGIS program. 

 

Boundaries 

Resident Life Counselors (RLC) will discuss and show students the boundaries of the program. 

Students are not permitted to leave the PGSGIS-established boundaries unless accompanied by a 

PGSGIS staff member or RLC. 

Cell Phones 

Please do not use cell phones while in class. We advise turning them off during class, and only 

having them on during breaks and after class. 

Illegal Substances 

The use or possession of illegal substances, tobacco products, alcohol, or weapons is strictly 

prohibited. 

Plagiarism 

Students are expected to exhibit honesty and integrity in carrying out all their academic 

assignments. According to University policy, it is strictly prohibited “to present as one’s own the 

ideas, representations, or words of another person or persons without customary and proper 

acknowledgment of sources.” The submission of the work of another person in a manner which 

represents the work to be one’s own will result in expulsion. We will discuss academic integrity 

during the first week of PGSGIS. 

Vehicles 

Students are not permitted to bring a vehicle to campus or ride in one during PGSGIS. Students 

may however ride in a vehicle with PGSGIS staff or to attend off-campus PGSGIS events under 

the supervision of PGSGIS staff. 

 

 



Attendance 

Students are required to be in residence for the full duration of the program. They may not leave 

campus without the permission from the PGSGIS Director or Program Coordinator. Students are 

expected to attend all ‘required’ activities and be on time 

Curfew 

Nightly curfews are set and enforced by the PGSGIS staff. At curfew, students are expected to be 

in the places listed below.  

Sunday through Thursday 

9:00pm in building 

10:00pm in room 

Friday and Saturday 

9:00pm in building 

12:00pm in room  

Resident Hall Procedures 

Quiet Hours 

Quiet hours are set by the PGSGIS staff. No loud music is to be played, nor are other loud noises 

to be made after 9:00pm Sunday through Thursday, and after 11:00pm Friday and Saturday. 

Hall Sports 

Students may not play games involving throwing objects, running, or rearranging of the lounge 

furniture in the residence hall. 

Pets 

No pets will be permitted in the residence hall. 

Staff Access to Student Rooms 

PGSGIS Staff and RLCs are authorized to access a student’s room without notice if there is 

reasonable cause to believe there is danger or that a program rule is being violated. 

Student Responsibilities 

Responsible Behavior 

Students must maintain responsible and respectful behavior during PGSGIS. Behavior that is 

considered harmful to oneself or others is not acceptable. 

 



Respecting the Rights of Others 

All students should demonstrate maturity and good manners, and respect the rights of fellow 

classmates, staff, faculty, and guest presenters. 

Full Participation 

Students are expected to participate fully in the PGSGIS program, which means completing all 

required readings and assignments on time, taking an active role in class discussions and events 

to the best of one’s ability, embracing the idea of a PGSGIS community by avoiding visitors 

from outside the program, and cooperating with peers and the PGSGIS staff in order to create a 

residential environment that facilitates personal growth and intellectual development. 

Appropriate Use of Technology 

The PGSIS staff recognizes the increasing use of technology in young people’s daily lives and 

that this use serves many social and educational purposes. Online communication can be a tool 

for life-long learning and can enhance collaboration and community building. At PGSIS, 

however, we encourage the appropriate use of technology in regards to cell phones, social 

networks, and computers.  Students should be safely and happily connected to friends and family 

throughout the program. But we also want students to stay focused on the great community 

building and bonding opportunities that are at the heart of the PGSGIS experience, and indeed, 

of our living-learning mission. 

Social Media 

We ask that students do not try to “friend’ PGSGIS staff or faculty during the program. They 

have been instructed not to choose whether to accept such invitations until after the program. If 

you choose to have and keep your profile public, be aware that staff or faculty may view or read 

your activities. 

University of Pittsburgh Property 

Students are expected to observe the University of Pittsburgh’s rules and regulations for conduct 

in and use of all campus facilities including, but not limited to: 

 Classrooms 

 Computer Labs 

 Residence Halls 

 Dining Halls 

 Libraries 

 Bookstores 

 Recreational Facilities 

All materials loaned to a student by the University or PGSGIS must be returned at the end of the 

program or the student will be billed for the loss.  



Expulsion 

While we never expect problems with students, one may be expelled for violating any of the 

items, and other extreme circumstances, not limited to: 

 Plagiarism 

 Harassment 

 Failure to participate in the program 

 Possession or use of alcohol, illegal substances, tobacco products, or weapons 

 Violence of any kind 

 Stealing 

 Malicious mistreatment of University or others’ property 

 Not abiding by the established curfew 

 Failing to abide by PGSGIS established boundaries 

 Using or riding in an unauthorized vehicle during the program 

 Exhibiting behaviors that are potentially harmful to oneself or others   

Warnings and groundings (further expanded upon arrival) will be given for minor infractions or 

misunderstandings, though expulsion can occur for first time offenses. 

 

 


